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 Welcome to Florence and in our Hotel Leopolda.

Staying in Florence just only one night means that You will admire just a small part of the treasures 
in our city, however, we believe that, with the following informations and itinerary, You will be able 
to fully experience the beauty and atmosphere of Florence 

The old town is reachable in approx. 15 'or just 5' using public transport.
In this case, exiting from our Hotel please go on the right approx. 50 meters and You will find the 
bus stop.
You can use either the bus n° 17 or 29 or 30 or 35 and the ticket's purchasing, ( € 1.20 for 90' ), is 
possible at any tobacco shop or at parking meter at 20 meters before the stop.

From Piazza Stazione, You will start Your city Tour

Stage 1: We head to the Church of Santa Maria Novella

The beautiful church of the Dominican Friars was started in the middle of 1200 and was 
completed about a century later, but the beautiful facade with its geometric forms in 
polychrome marble, is the work of Leon Battista Alberti and dates back to 1400. The 
entrance to the basilica costs 3,50 € and allows the display of the crucifix by Giotto and 
Brunelleschi and paintings of Masaccio, Filippo Lippi and Ghirlandaio.

Stage 2: Church of Santa Maria Novella - San Lorenzo Market

We visit the quaint outdoor market

Stage 3: San Lorenzo Market - Church of San Lorenzo

In Piazza San Lorenzo You should visit the namesake church of San Lorenzo, the church 
of the Medici from unfinished facade for lack of economic funds.

Stage 4: Church of San Lorenzo - Medici Chapels

At abt. 100 meters from the facade of the Church of San Lorenzo You will find  the 
Medici Chapels with its the magnificent Statues of Michelangelo

Stage 5: Medici Chapels - Piazza Duomo

Piazza Duomo is approx. at 300 meters from the Medici Chapels and You should be 
amazed about the magnificence of Santa Maria del Fiore (Duomo), Giotto's Bell Tower 
and the Baptistery of San Giovanni.
Wander in the beautiful thirteenth-century cathedral, to admire the works of art and You 
should be amazed by the daring architecture of Brunelleschi's Dome. And after the 
Dome,  please,  dont miss to admire the beautiful bronze doors of the Baptistery of San 
Giovanni, which  historically were built  around 1000 or 1100.

 The entrance to the Duomo and the Baptistery are free, however, Euro 6,00 are charged      
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who wish to rise on Giotto's bell tower, consisting of 414 steps that will allow You to enjoy 
the view of the city and surrounding hills. If you feel strong enough and not tired, dont 
miss it, the view is unique.

Stage 6: Cathedral Square - Church of OrsanMichele - Loggia del Mercato Nuovo - Piazza 
della Signoria (Palazzo Vecchio)

From Piazza Duomo we head towards Piazza della Signoria along one of the most elegant 
and historic streets of Florence: Via Calzaiuoli

Along the way You meets OrsanMichele Church, a church of unusual which is one of the 
finest examples of Florentine's architecture fourteenth century.
 It was in fact built as a lodge-market in 1300 in the place where previously stood the     
chapel and the garden of San Michele (from which is derived the name) and is a multi-
story building, the lower part was converted into a church, while the rest was used as a 
storehouse for grain. The interior of the church contains precious shrines enriched with 
sculptures, including one of Donatello. On the upper floors there is a museum which 
houses many of the statues that adorned the religious building.

Now, before reaching the famous Piazza della Signoria, You should  make a little detour to 
the Loggia del Mercato Nuovo, famous with the name of Loggia del Porcellino.
The Loggia del Mercato Nuovo nowdays is a typical market, but without the stalls You 
can see the "White Stone Scandal" on which, as a punishment, were  violently beat the   
buttocks of debtors, during the XV century . And do not forget to rub the nose to the 
"Bronze Statue of Pig" which is said to bring a good luck.

Then, continue your visit to the nearby Piazza della Signoria, dominated by the Palazzo 
Vecchio, a symbol of the power of the city ', once the home of the Medici. Next to it there 
is a giant copy of Michelangelo's David. 
Looking  Palazzo Vecchio on Your left You will find the Fountain of Neptune by   
Ammannati and the Statua Equestrian Cosimo I de' Medici by Giambologna.

    Please Note:

If You decided to stay in Florence at least two nights  dont miss to visit the Uffizi Gallery, 
one of the most important museums in all over the world, the Vasari Corridor, the 
Accademia Gallery and the interior of the Palazzo Vecchio

Stage 7: Piazza della Signoria - Ponte Vecchio

From Piazza Signoria we head towards Ponte Vecchio where You must walk through the 
shops of jewellery 

Stage 8: Ponte Vecchio - Palazzo Pitti - Boboli Gardens

From Ponte Vecchio we head towards the Pitti Palace. Pitti Palace was the palace of the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany and it was inhabited by the Medici, by Lorraine and Savoy. 
Inside there are several museums of different nature.
Inside of Palazzo Pitti there are the Monumental Boboli Gardens, one of the best  
examples in the world of Italian Garden

  Please Note:

   If You decided to stay in Florence at least two nights  dont miss to admire the inside of 
   Palazzo Pitti and make a visit to the beautiful Boboli Gardens



Stage 9: Palazzo Pitti - Piazza Santa Croce

From Pitti Palace we head towards Piazza Santa Croce
The entrance to the Church of Santa Croce is a fee (about 3 euro), but You cannot miss to 
see the tombs of the most famous Italian artists from Michelangelo to Galileo, 
Alfieri,Foscolo and Machiavelli.

 Next to the church there is the Pazzi Chapel with its beautiful Renaissance's style.

Stage 10: Piazza Santa Croce - Hotel Leopolda

   Your City-tour is finished!

Now, You have two solutions to go back the Hotel Leopolda or get on the bus n ° C2  and 
get off at "Stazione Leopolda" or, if You dont feel Yourself tired, You can head towards 
Piazza Duomo and then go to Station Square and take the bus No. 17 and get off at the 
second stop in Via delle Porte Nuove to reach the Hotel Leopolda.

Probably, You feel Yourself tired but You have walked all day in one of the most  
beautiful cities in all over the world. You have admired Churches, Museums, Statues,        

                 buildings, roads and small streets all of them full of charm and history.

All the Staff of Hotel Leoplda, and myself, Maurizio, who has accompanied You throughout 
this Florence's day exploring , hope that You enjoyed  with our City-Tour

 


